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(National Collegiate EMS Week will be held Nov. 9-15. UD's squad will sponsor a health fair,
first aid and emergency medical skills training, and a blood drive on campus. On Monday.
Nov. 10. squad members will stage a cardiac arrest response in the Humanities Plaza at 10:50
a.m. and a full immobilization response in Kennedy Union Plaza at 12:50 p.m. Each
demonstration will last approximately 10 minutes.)
UD STUDENT VOLUNTEERS RESPOND
WHEN MEDICAL EMERGENCIES CALL
DAYTON, Ohio -Respiratory distress. Chest pains. Seizures. Collapsed lungs.
When there's a medical-emergency on campus, the University of Dayton student rescue
squad responds.
"We're not just kids playing around on an ambulance," said junior Elizabeth Roy,
assistant chief of personnel and one of the squad's 19 certified emergency medical technicians.
"We're very serious about the responsibility with which we've been entrusted."
Formed in 1992, the rescue squad provides free emergency medical services to the
University community from 7 p.m. to 7 a.m. seven days a week year-round.
"For a university to have a rescue squad that is fully staffed by student volunteers is
very unusual," said Lt. Randall Groesbeck, UD public safety officer. He notes that UD has one
of only 26 volunteer student squads in the nation, according to the membership rolls of the
National Collegiate EMS Foundation. Most of the 106 member organizations have EMS squads
that are staffed by paid professionals, he said.
Certified nationally and in Ohio, UD's EMTs are "as qualified as any emergency
medical technicians in the nation," Groesbeck said. In addition to pre-hospital treatment and
transp~,

squad members are qualified to operate automatic external defibrillators, perform

endotracheal intubations and assistwith administering drugs like nitroglycerine or epinephrine.
Students join the squad as provisional members and receive preliminary training to
learn policies, procedures and how to operate and maintain the ambulance. EMT training100 classroom hours, 12 hours in a hospital emergency room and eight supervised ambulance
runs with the city of Dayton- is usually completed during the second year of membership.
-over-

Office of Public Relations
300 College Park Dayton, Ohio 45469-1679 (93 7) 229-3241 Fax: (93 7) 229-3063
http://www.udayton.edu

Thirty squad members are expected to begin EMT training in January.
The squad responded to about 180 calls last year, transporting 136 patients to local
hospitals in its meticulously maintained 1984 Ford Type 3 ambulance, purchased in October
1996 for $10,000.
"We're not doctors. We're kind of like detectives," said senior Tom Beers, assistant chief
of operations. "We radio the emergency room, 'we have a possible .... ' When we see the hospital
report, sometimes the diagnosis is more serious than we suspected, sometimes it's less."
Two EMTs and a driver staff each 12-hour shift, which can be uneventful or
unforgettable. "When I first started, I worried what would happen if I didn't remember what to
do. But it just clicks. You work as a team. and we're a tight-knit crew." said Roy, a
biochemistry major from New Albany, Ohio.
Squad chief Marie Gallagher, a senior premed major from Toledo, credits the students'
dedication and the University's support with the squad's success. Support for the rescue squad
comes from the public safety budget and from residential services, which provides a house at
214 Lawnview Ave. that serves as headquarters. The environmental safety office and donations
from the UD Mother's Club, which recently committed almost $5,000 for an automatic external
defibrillator and other supplies, have helped fund the squad's equipment needs.
"I'm amazed by the commitment of these students," said Groesbeck, noting that
continuous EMT training and overnight shifts are responsibilities added to students' academic
course load, paying jobs and other campus involvement. The commitment extends beyond
campus boundaries, with the squad providing emergency medical services at the Dayton air
show, the Montgomery County fair and outdoor concerts.
"It's the commitment that attracts people," said Beers, a general studies major who has
been a squad member since his freshman year. "I was a Boy Scout and have always liked
helping "'Others," said Beers, who will work as an EMT in Cleveland after graduation and go on
for paramedic training.
"Sometimes you see people on campus who you helped the week before, and they'll pat
you on the back and say, 'thanks a lot, man'."
-30For media interviews, call Lt. Randall Groesbeck at (937) 229-2129 and Elizabeth Roy, Tom
Beers and Marie Gallagher at the squad headquarters at (937) 229-8273.

